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The administrations of President Vicente Fox and Govs. Patricio Patron Laviada of Yucatan and
Antonio Gonzalez Curi of Campeche states are coming under criticism for failing to prepare
residents for Hurricane Isidore and then failing to provide sufficient assistance to victims of the
storm.
Hurricane Isidore slammed into the Yucatan Peninsula in late September, causing millions of pesos
in damage to agriculture, local infrastructure, and homes in Yucatan and Campeche states and to a
smaller extent in Quintana Roo and Chiapas states. The region was spared further damage when a
second hurricane, Lili, bypassed the Yucatan Peninsula in early October and instead headed directly
across the open waters of the Gulf of Mexico toward the US mainland.
Critics accused federal, state, and local authorities of not providing sufficient assistance, and in some
instances of channeling aid to some regions, communities, and sectors, but not to others. The federal
government has started to direct assistance to the capital city of Merida and to the agriculture
sector, but residents of many coastal fishing villages said the assistance they have received has been
meager.
Some residents of poor communities said the only food assistance they are receiving is some corn
meal and cooking oil. "We all suffered damage from Isidore, but the assistance has not been evenly
distributed," a resident of one Yucatan fishing village told the Mexico City daily newspaper La
Jornada.

Governors, mayors accused of favoring political supporters
Furthermore, some groups are charging authorities with favoring their political supporters before
attending to other victims. "The mayors are withholding assistance," residents of one small
community in Yucatan told Fox during one of his visits to the disaster areas.
Several reports have also indicated that the hurricane preparations and the assistance distribution
had strong political overtones. For example, members of the former governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI) have accused Gov. Patron of failing to implement an adequate
evacuation plan in Yucatan and of taking too long to send assistance to damaged areas.
Patron counters that some mayors of communities governed by the PRI ignored the state's
evacuation orders. "The same individuals who were saying that our evacuation orders were
exaggerated are the ones who told residents not to move because we were an 'inexperienced'
government," said Patron.
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Campeche Gov. Gonzalez Curi, a member of the PRI, reportedly refused to deal with the Fox
administration. "He told us that Campeche could handle the situation with its own resources,"
said Carmen Segura Rangel, director of the civil protection unit of the Secretaria de Gobernacion
(SEGOB). Cancun Mayor Juan Ignacio Garcia Salvidea of the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano
(PVEM) encountered an even more extreme reaction when he tried to distribute assistance outside
his jurisdiction. Garcia was blocked from entering the neighboring community of Jose Maria
Morelos, which is governed by the PRI.
The administration of former President Ernesto Zedillo, a member of the PRI, also faced strong
criticism for its alleged mishandling of relief efforts for Hurricane Pauline, which devastated
Guerrero state in 1997, and Tropical Storm Javier, which slammed into Chiapas in 1998 (see
SourceMex, 1997-10-22 and 1998-09-23). Fox faulted for meager assistance to agriculture producers
The criticisms against the Fox administration have focused on the lack of sufficient aid for
agriculture and livestock producers in Yucatan.
Estimates from the Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Desarrollo Rural, Pesca y Alimentacion
(SAGARPA) said the high winds and heavy rains that accompanied Isidore damaged 70% of the
livestock and poultry operations in the Yucatan-Campeche region. Death totals include 8.2 million
hogs, cattle, and poultry. In addition, flooding and wind destroyed as many as 95,000 hectares
of crops and caused irreversible damage to the state's papaya and honey industries. "Yucatan's
agriculture sector suffered a catastrophic loss," said Agriculture Secretary Javier Usabiaga, who
estimated the damage in the hundreds of millions of pesos.
But the Fox administration's response to the disaster has been strongly criticized. Members of the
livestock committee (Comision de Ganado) in the federal Chamber of Deputies said the 38.5 million
pesos (US$3.8 million) allocated to help the Yucatan agriculture sector is insignificant compared
to the damage to the sector. "We are not talking only about supporting local producers," said PRI
Deputy Silverio Lopez Magallanes, who called on the Fox government to allocate more money for
loans to producers. "Hog producers in Yucatan account for 10% of our national production."
Some members of the center-left Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRD) also accused Fox and
members of his Cabinet of manipulating the Fondo Nacional de Desastres (FONDEN) for political
purposes in Campeche and Yucatan. PRD Deputies Eric Villanueva Mukul and Uuc-Kib Espadas
Ancona said the aid was being distributed in a way that would benefit PAN candidates during the
2003 congressional elections. Villanueva proposed that the legislature keep close tabs on the use of
FONDEN in the next several months. "In disasters of this magnitude it's important for the executive
and the legislative branch work together," he said.

Hurricane inflicts heavy damage on homes, power supply, roads
In addition to the assistance to the agriculture sector, the Fox government allocated 4.6 billion
pesos (US$450 million) to rebuild or repair 83,000 homes damaged by Isidore. The storm left an
estimated 500,000 people homeless, including many residents of Merida, a major metropolitan area.
"The damage caused by Isidore has been so great that the state will need at least two years to fully
recover," said Fernando Peon, the Yucatan government's representative in Mexico City.
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As of early October, the Mexican Red Cross and the charity Caritas Emergencia had distributed
almost 1.86 million metric tons of food and other products to victims of the disaster in the region. A
spokesperson for the Red Cross said relief workers were still facing shortages of water, canned food,
and construction materials. Authorities were able to restore power quickly to large and mediumsized cities like Merida, Chetumal, Valladolid, and Cancun, but many remote areas were still
without power almost two weeks after the hurricane hit. Spokespersons at the Comision Federal
de Electricidad (CFE) estimated the cost to repair damaged infrastructure would reach 200 million
pesos (US$19.76 million).
Similarly, the Secretaria de Transportes y Comunicaciones (SCT) estimated the cost to restore roads
in urban and rural communities at 100 million pesos (US$9.88 million). Moderate to severe damage
was reported on more than 2,000 km of roads in the Yucatan Peninsula, which covers more than onefourth of the highways and rural roads in the region.
The Fox administration is also allocating funds for prevention and treatment of diseases such as
cholera and dengue fever. Health Secretary Julio Frenk Mora said a state of alert will remain in
place until the end of November, allowing for more efficient and timely distribution of medicines
and vaccines, particularly to remote communities. Frenk said the loss of electrical power caused
spoilage and reduced the amount of medicines available for local populations. As part of the plan,
the Secretaria de Salud (SSA) has also begun a fumigation campaign to prevent the spread of
mosquitoes that carry dengue fever and other diseases.
The other economic fallout from the hurricane was the loss of production at PEMEX. The hurricane
shut down drilling operations and exports for more than a week, causing the state-run oil company
to lose about US$108.7 million in revenues. Authorities shut down the chief oil-export ports at Dos
Bocas, Tabasco; Cayo Arcas, Campeche; and Pajaritos, Veracruz.
But the storm caused little damage to tourism, the region's other major industry. Authorities said
major tourist attractions like the Mayan archaeological sites of Uxmal and Chichen Itza sustained
very little damage and remained open to the public. "The tourism industry has enormous potential
to reactivate the economy of Yucatan state," Tourism Secretary Leticia Navarro said on a recent
visit. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on Oct.
9, reported at 10.12 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: Reuters, 10/01/02; Associated Press, 09/24/02,
10/02/02, 10/03/02; La Cronica de Hoy, 09/26/02, 10/03/02, 10/04/02; El Universal, 10/02/02, 10/04/02;
Notimex, 10/01/02, 10/03/02, 10/07/02; Agencia de noticias Proceso, 10/07/02; CNI en Linea, 10/07/02;
La Jornada, 09/25/02, 10/02/02, 10/03/02, 10/07/02, 10/08/02; The News, 09/25/02, 10/02/02, 10/03/02,
10/08/02; Novedades, 10/02-04/02, 10/08/02; Unomasuno, 10/02/02, 10/03/02, 10/07/02; Milenio Diario,
10/03/02, 10/04/02, 10/07/02, 10/08/02; Reforma, 10/03/02, 10/04/02, 10/07/02, 10/08/02)
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